April 1, 2004
Dear Colleague:
The ninth Flatfish Biology Conference will be held on December 1st & 2nd, 2004 at the Water’s Edge Resort in Westbrook, Connecticut (http://www.watersedge-resort.com). This conference seeks to promote a better understanding of flatfish biology by providing an opportunity for researchers who study flatfish to come together to present their findings. Presentation topics include physiology, biochemistry, pathology, immunology, growth and reproductive processes, aging, behavior, movements, culture methodologies, stock enhancement, environmental effects, and habitat requirements. At present, the Flatfish Biology Conference is sponsored by NOAA=s National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center and the Southern New England Chapter of the American Fisheries Society.

We invite you to participate in the 2004 Flatfish Biology Conference.  Please submit titles for oral or poster presentations by July 14th using the enclosed form.  ABSTRACTS are due by August 31st and may be submitted via Email (Renee.Mercaldo-Allen@noaa.gov) as an attachment or by postal mail on diskette. Abstracts should be prepared in Corel WordPerfect or Microsoft Word, using the format shown on the enclosed sample abstract. Please limit abstracts to 250 words or less. Speakers are allocated 15 minutes for presentation and 5 minutes for discussion/questions.  The abstracts for both formal presentations and posters will be included in the conference booklet.  The Steering Committee reserves the right to determine whether a paper will be given orally or by poster.  Although we cannot defray travel expenses, we hope that you will be able to participate in this workshop.  

Please post the enclosed fliers or distribute them to others who might be interested in this conference. Further details will be provided in September and will also be available on the Milford Laboratory Home Page at http://www.mi.nmfs.gov
Sincerely,

Renee Mercaldo-Allen

Conference Chair

Flatfish Biology Steering Committee

Don Danila, Mark Dixon,

Ambrose Jearld, Deb Pacileo

Chris Powell, Sandy Sutherland

